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BETHEL, MAINE
Reports of Municipal Officers
1947
ANNUAL REPORTS
OF THE
OFFICERS
OF THE
Town of Bethel
FOR THE
YEAR ENDING DEC. 31 
1947
1948
The Oxford County Citizen 
Bethel, Maine
TOWN OFFICERS
Selectmen, Assessors and Overseers of Poor
ERNEST F. BISBEE CARROLL E. ABBOTT*
J. CLEVELAND B A R TLE TT
Clerk
ALICE J. BROOKS
4
Treasurer
JOHN M. HARRINGTON
Road Commissioner
EUBERTO P. BROW N
Deputy Clerk
D. GROVER BROOKS 
Tax Collector 
W A L T E R  E. BA R TLE TT 
Superintendent of Schools 
DONALD M. CHRISTIE
Superintending School Committee
EARL A. D AVIS M ARGUERITE C. BAR TLE TT
STAN LEY L. BROW N
School Physician and Health Officer 
W ID D  B. TW AD D LE, M. D.
Sealer of Weights and Measures 
ELM ER E. BENNETT
Weigher, Town Scales
ALBERT BUCK
Fire Ward
LLOYD E. LUXTON
Moderator
GERRY L. BROOKS
Constables
W A L T E R  E. B A R TLE TT LESLIE  E. DAVIS
RODERICK McMILLIN GEORGE H. HAMMOND
ROBERT S. YORK
Surveyors of Wood and Lumber
FRED L. E D W ARD S LESLIE E. DAVIS
DURAVARD IT. MASON GUY PRATT
HUGH I). THURSTON
7 I S -5
ANNUAL REPORT
STATEMENT OF ASSESSORS
Valuation of Property and number of Polls as taken April 
1st, 1947:
Valuation of Real Estate 
Resident Owners 
Non-Resident Owners
Total Value of Real Estate 
Valuation of Personal Estate 
Resident Owners 
Non-Resident Owners
$993,450 00 
158,770 00
$1,152,220 00
$279,565 00 
97,225 00
Total Value of Personal Estate 
Grand Total of Real and Personal Estate
376,790 00 
$1,529,010 00
Total Value of Land 
Total Value of Buildings 
Increase in Valuation over 1946 
Rate of Taxation 
Poll Tax Rate 
Number of Polls Taxed 
Number of Polls Not Taxed 
Percentage Paid Tax Collector 
Collecting Excise Tax
$482,520 00 
669,700 00 
164,415 00
.054 
$3 00 
624 
90
.0iy4
.15
ASSESSMENTS FOR 1947
For State Tax 
County Tax 
Miscellaneous Account 
Town Officers’ Bills 
Treasurer’s Bond 
Collector’s Bond
1947 
$9,619 30 
4,110 60 
2,000 00 
4,700 00 
35 00 
20 00
$9,580 36 
2,998 12 
1,200 00 
4,700 00 
35 00 
20 00
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Abatements 136 04
Pire Departments 500 00
Public Health Work 100 00
Sewers 500 00
Street Lighting 268 80
Roads and Bridges 3,400 00
Winter Roads 3,500 00
Slate and State Aid Maintenance 1,612 10
Third Class Maintenance 1,425 00
Tarvia for Roads and Streets 2,000 00
State Aid Construction 1 098 00
i mprovement Northwest Bethel Road 3,000 00 
Improvement of Road
North of R. R. West Bethel 600 00
Snow Removal, Sidewalks 500 00
Sidewalk Construction 800 00
Support of Poor 2,500 00
Lot for Town Garage 500 00
Town Garage Building 2,000 00
Common Schools 17,000 00
Secondary Schools 10,500 00
School Supplies 400 00
Textbooks 700 00
s 700 00
School Insurance 198 75
Supt. of Schools and Office Expense 1,125 00
School Physician 100 00
Primary School Addition 5,000 00
Land Adjacent to Primary School Lot 250 00
Old Cemeteries 25 00
Bethel Public Library 600 00
Memorial Day Observance 50 00
Motor Vehicle Insurance 225 00
Interest on Loans 200 00
State of Maine Publicity Bureau 100 00
Bethel Chamber of Commerce 225 00
$82,323 59
Overlay 2,114 95
52 08 
500 00 
100 00 
500 00
4.000 00
3.000 00 
1,614 00
925 00
2.000 00 
999 00
400 00 
1,000 00 
2,000 00
16,300 00 
9,500 00 
824 00 
500 00 
700 00 
198 75 
700 00 
100 00
75 00 
600 00 
50 00 
150 00 
200 00 
100 00
$84,438 54
ANNUAL REPORTS 5
E X T R A C T  FROM ASSESSORS’ REPORT
Live Stock Taxed
Horses 127
Colts, 2 to 3 years old
not draft type 
Steers. Oxen, Bulls and Beef Cattle
over 18 months 17
Milk cows, including heifers
that have freshened 459 
Heifers over two years old not
\ret freshened 70
Heifers 18 months to 2
years old 60
Goats 12
Domestic Fowl
(Over 50 in no.i 3115
v ✓
Exempt Live Stock and Domestic Fowl
Cattle 18 months and young-
er
Sheep (to 35 in no.) 
Swine (to 10 in no.) 
Domestic Fowl
(to 50 in no.) 
Chickens, 2 mo. old
é
and younger
v  O
Taxes Assessed as Follows
$1,529,010.00 Valuation @  
624 Polls @  $3.00
Excise Tax Collected 
Supplementary Tax 1947
6
«
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All Other Personal Property
Stock in Trade $50,575 00
Unmanufactured Material in Mills 7,675 00
Portable Mills 4 6,400 00
Logs 19,720 00
Lumber 101,755 00
Boats 17 530 00
Gasoline Pumps
and Attachments 42 3,450 00
Musical Instruments 126 6,795 00
Radios 507 8,410 00
Furniture (over $500 in value) 30,000 00
Finished Products in Mills 3,500 00
Tractors (not excised) 74 20,600 00
Machinery and Equipment 38,800 00
Other Property 13,900 00
$312,110 00
Grand Total of Personal Property $376,790 00
ABATEM ENTS, 1947
I
Blake, George ()., error in valuation $10 80 
Brooks, Gerry, error in assessment 4 32
Chapman, Paul, paid in Augusta 3 00
Clunie, Robert J. Jr., paid in Damariseotta 3 00 
Cole, Nelson L., unable to pay 3 54
JJiekson, Thomas L., error in valuation 81 00 
Gould Academy, Trustees of,
error in assessment 16 20
Harrington, John M., error in valuation 21 60 
Hutchins, Lester, not of age 3 00
Melville, Charles, paid in Greenwood 3 81 
Poland, P. H., paid in Milton 3 00
Saunders, Elmo, error in assessing 10 80 
Stimans, Harold A., error in assessment 3 00 
Tyler, Fritz J., error in assessment 5 40%/ 7 /
Van Den Kerckhoven, Eugene A.,
Error in valuation 5 40
$177 87
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ABATEMENTS, 1946
Bean, Elmer I., paid in Portland $ 3 00
Jodrey, Norman, paid in Portland 3 00
Grover, S. 0., Heirs of,
land taken bv Town 2 40
Kilgore, Wallace W., land taken by Town 21 60
ABATEMENTS, 1945
Harding·, Roland L., deceased $3 69
Yashaw, Harry, left the state 3 00
Chapman, Mrs Marion Braddish,
land taken by Town 3 68
Grover, S. ()., Heirs of,
land taken by Town 2 30
Kilgore, Wallace W., land taken by Town 20 70
ABATEM ENTS, 1944
Vashaw, Harry, left the state $3 00
Chapman, Mrs. Marion Braddish,
land taken by Town 3 52
Grover, S. 0 ., Heirs of,
land taken bv Town 2 20
ABATEM ENTS, 1940
«
Bates, Leslie S., cannot find $3 00
Hanscom, Lee, left town 3 00
ABATEMENTS, 1939
Baker, Joseph C. Jr., unable to collect 3 69
Bates, Leslie S., cannot find 3 00
$30 00
$33 37
$8 72
$6 00
$6 69
♦
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ABATEM ENTS, 1937
Baker, Joseph C., Jr., unable to collect $6 75 $6 75
ABATEM ENTS, 1933
Balentine, Walter, deceased
GO 13
Brown, Geo. 11. (G. Hill) deceased 3 00
Blake, H. O., deceased 15 58
Brown, Harry, (G. Hill)
returned to Canada 3 00
Bubier, Leo, deceased 3 00
Chase, Shirley Sr., deceased 8 74
Day, William, left the state 3 00
Enman, Clarence, cannot locate 3 00
Ethridge, Lewis, left the state 3 00
Farrar, I., unable to pay 3 00
Frost, Chas., unable to pay 5 05
Hall, Clyde, unable to pay 19 20
Harthorne, Raymond, cannot find 3 00
Ilaselton, Sherman 8 54
Mason, Alfred, unable to pay 3 00
Mason, Wm., deceased 3 00
Stearns, G. N., deceased 5 05
Stevens, Joseph, left the state 9 97
Swan, Merle, deceased 3 OC-
#
Swan, Russell, left the state 22 48
Tibbetts, George, claimed this is paid 3 00
♦  ·“ ■
Tibbetts, Oscar, unable to locate 3 00
Wheeler, Hedley, unable to locate 3 00
$144 74 
ABATEM ENTS, 1932
Balentine, Walter, deceased $9 76
Blake, TI. 0., deceased 16 81
Brown, Geo. 11. (G. Hill) deceased 3 00
Brown, Harry (G. Hill)
returned to Canada 3 00
Bubier, Leo, deceased 3 00
Buck, P. W., deceased 20 63
Enman, Alton, cannot find 3 00
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Farrar, I. D., unable to pay 6 08
Frost, Chas., unable to pay 5 05
Hall, Henry, unable to pay 18 38
Harthorne, Raymond, cannot find 3 00
Haselton, Sherman, deceased 8 54
Mason, Alfred, unable to pay 3 00
Mason, Wm., deceased 3 00
Newell, Linwood, left the state, 3 00
Stearns, George N., deceased 5 05
Stevens, Joseph, left the state 6 69
Tibbetts, George, claimed this paid 3 00
$123 99
ABATEM ENTS, 1931
Blake, H. O., deceased $27 39
Brown, Geo. H. (G. Hill) deceased 3 00
Brown, Harry (G. Hill)
returned to Canada 3 00
Farrar, Irwin, unable to pay 3 00
Frost, Charles, unable to pay 5 45
Mason, Alfred, unable to pay 4 72
Mason, Charles, unable to pay 3 00
Stevens, Joseph, left the state 3 00
$52 5G
$590 69
REPORT OF TAX COLLECTOR
%
W . E. Bartlett, Collector of Taxes, in account with the 
Town of Bethel.
Dr.
To State, County and Town Taxes, committed 
for collection June 19, 3947 $84,438 54
To Supplementary Taxes 111 00
$84,549 54
Cr.
By amount paid Town Treasurer $80,702 45
By errors in valuation and abatements 177 87
B v uncollected taxes 3,663 82
By cash in hands of collector 5 40
$84,549 54
1937-1939-1940-1944-1945-1946 Tax Account 
W . E, Bartlett, Collector
Dr.
To total unpaid taxes Jan. 1st, 1947 $2,266 71 
To supplementary taxes, 1946 39 00
$2,305 71
Cr.
By total amount paid Town Treasurer $2,118 62 
By 1946 Tax Liens filed with
Town Treasurer 74 40
By Abatements 91 53
By uncollected taxes 21 16
$2,305 71
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EXCISE T A X E S  ON MOTOR VEHICLES
W. E. Bartlett, Collector
Dr.
To total amount collected $5,019 55
Cr.
By amount paid Town Treasurer,
1946 Taxes $ 13 83
By amount paid Town Treasurer,
1947 Taxes 3,837 73
By amount paid Town Treasurer
1948 Taxes 1,029 06
By amount paid County Treas. 1947 taxes 103 58 
B y amount paid County Treas. 1948 taxes 27 70 
By issuing 51 receipts to persons in
Unorganized Townships 7 65
$5,019 55
UNPAID T A X E S , 1947
Billings, Everett C. $58 05
Brown, Wallace A. 16 50
Buckman, Clifford A. 3 99
Byers, Clarence & Mabel H. 40 34
Chase, Robley 27 54
Cole, Archie 3 00
Coolidge, W . Edgar 80 46
Cummings, Irving A. 3 00
Cummings, Lincoln L. 29 70
DesChaine, Josehel 3 00
Fuller, Lloyd 3 00
Johnston, Leslie J. 40 80
Kimball, Ceylon Heirs of 108 00
Keoskie, Charles A. 39 88
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Korhonen, John J. - 
Mason, A lfred 
Merrill, Freeman W.
Merrill, Joel F.
Merrill, Freeman & Walter
? »
Merrill, Forest
/
Newell, Harry D.
Newton, Milton E.
Seeord, Charles li.
Shepard, Roland 
Smith, Charles I.
Spaulding, Laurence 
Sweetser, Oscar 
Tripp, Luther 
Merrill, Lenwood 
Merrill, Lewis 0 .
Walker, Gerald 
Westleigh, G. Reginald 
\Milson, Benjamin
Non-Resident
Bartlett, Z. Willis 3 10
Bethel Industries Corp. 45 90
Forest Products Company 90 45
MacKenzie, Jack A. 8 10
Steady, E. A. 27 00
Ward well, Merrill W . 8 10
Total Jan. 1, 1948 
Amount collected from Jan. 1, 
to time this report printed
Balance Unpaid
UNPAID T A X E S , 1946
89 94 
16 74 
86 94 
31 32 
16 20
3 00
4 08 
3 00 
3 00 
3 81 
3 54 
3 81
16 60 
3 81 
7 05 
100 20 
3 54 
31 35 
64 56
$3,663 82 
2,531 42 
$1,132 40
Cox, Fred 
Patten, Leroy
$3 00
3 00
Stimans, Harold A. 3 48
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Total Jan. 1, 1948 $21 16
Collected since Jan. 1, 11 68
Balance Unpaid $9 48
UNPAID T A X E S
L. E. Davis, Collector, 1933
Bartlett, Harold $6 69
Brown, Walter 3 00
Swan, Bernard 3 00
Winslow, L. E. 5 26
$17 95
Cash in hands of collector 112 05
$130 00
L. E. Davis, Collector, 1932
Bartlett, Harold $8 74
Brown, Walter 3 00
Estes, Leslie 3 00
Vail, Guy 5 05
Winslow, L. E. 6 69
Young, Wra. 3 00
$29 48
Cash in hands of collector 10 17
$39 65
L. E. Davis, Collector, 1931
Winslow, L. E. $7 90
Young, William 3 00
$10 90
Cash in hands of Collector $15 16
$26 06
REPORT OF OVERSEERS OF POOR
Appropriation for Care of Poor $‘2,500 00
Amount Expended 2,855 65
Overdrawn $ 355 65
POOR OF OTHER TOWNS
Amount Expended $47 68
R ec ’d from Town of Paris 26 99
Balance due $20 69
STATE POOR
Amount Expended $186 93
Balance due from State $186 93
SUMMARY, STATE POOR
Paid
Brown, Roger $ 5 00
Hatstat, Blanch 112 64
Hickford, Howard 24 33
Hinkley, Merle 44 96
$186 93
SUMMARY, TOWN RELIEF  
Brown, Elsie
Paid
Town of Mechanic Falls $375 00
Currier, George
Paid
’  4
City of Portland $162 63
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Hatfield, Herbert H.
Paid 
Town of Paris
Heath, Claude W.
Paid
Kierstead, Flora
Paid
Mason, William, Children of
Paid
$87 08
Town of Gilead $183 32
Hobbs, Mrs. Alfred
Paid
DeAngelis Convalescent Home $81 85
Town of Lisbon 292 00
$373 85
DeAngelis Convalescent Home $56 50
Mack, William M.
Paid
Town of Norway $121 00
Manning, Hattie G.
Paid
Town of Peru $144 50
*
Martyn, Bessie
Paid
Willard H. Boynton, M. D. $8 00
S. S. Greenleaf ‘25 00
$33 00
Town of Mechanic Falls $383 90
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McAllister, H. Eugene
Paid
Joel Merrill 
Bennett's Garage
Tyler, Ivy
Paid
B ryant’s Market 
Ralph H. Young·
Veteran, Family of, Mechanic Falls
Paid
Town of Mechanic Falls
#
Λ
*
Care of Tramps
Paid
Mrs Carrie Merrill
$345 00 
4 55
$349 55
$5 00 
12 78
$17 78
$372 54
$195 00
/It seems necessary to raise more money for Roads and 
Bridges and Winter Roads Maintenance because of the in­
crease in cost of labor, supplies and maintenance of equip­
ment. We suggest at least $5,000.00 for Roads and Bridges 
and $5,000.00 for Winter Roads Maintenance.
State Aid Construction
We constructed 3550 feet of State Aid road the past year 
at a cost of about $2.00 per running foot. This did not in­
clude a tar treatment and we shall have to pian on about 
$1,000.00 per mile for tar. This leaves about 2600 feet to be 
built to complete State Aid No. 2 to the Rumford town line. 
I f  the usual State Aid appropriation is made at our town 
meetings the road will be completed and tar treatment ap­
plied in 1949.
There still remains about 1 1-3 miles of road to be re­
constructed by the State between the East Bethel turn and 
the road we constructed in 1947. W e are in hopes to influ­
ence the State Highway Commission to reconstruct this piece 
of road in 1948.
Third Class Reconstruction
The 1947 Legislature did away with any more 3rd Class 
road construction and in its place substituted 3rd Class re­
construction funds in order to improve the existing 3rd Class 
roads so they could be accepted as State Aid roads. The 
amount we receive is about $1500.00 per year. We had two 
years’ money in 1947 to use and we improved and tarred the 
road from the East Bethel turn to the Holt Hill road above 
the Winslow farm, a distance of about three miles. This has 
been taken over by the State as State Aid road with the excep­
tion of Otter Brook bridge. This year we should he able to
complete the road as far as the school house at Middle Inter­
vale.
We feel that as soon as this road is completed to the junc-
tion with Route No. 26, and there are articles in the warrant 
to care for part of this construction, that a bridge should 
be constructed at Otter Brook. At the hearing on this bridge 
in the spring of 1947 with the Selectmen, County Commis­
sioners and State Highway Commission a bridge of metal cul­
verts was to cost the Town $4,314.60, County $3,060.00, Stale 
$2,825.40, a total cost of $10,200.00.
ROADS AND BRIDGES
Appropriation $3,400 00
R ec ’d School Dept. · 5 25
R ec ’d P. H. Cliadbourne 6 00
R ec ’d Town Road Improvement Account 149 42
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Expended
Paid
Labor Payrolls $1,575 73
Town Trucks Rental 1,171 89
Supplies 136 54
Lumber 274 80
Sand and Gravel 48 60
Shovel and Bulldozer Rental 397 75
Repairs on Road Machine
and Equipment 150 30
Gas & Oil 1946 3 08
Culverts 141 13
$3,560 67
$3,899 82
Overdrawn $339 15
W IN TER  ROADS
Appropriation $3,500 00
R ec ’d County of Oxford, plowing Albany 34 28 
Rec’d County of Oxford, plowing Mason 413 89 
R ec ’d State Treasurer, plowing Gilead 844 04 
R ec ’d State Treasurer, plowing 2,577 54
I
*
$7,369 54
»
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Expended
Paid
Labor, payrolls $5,378 83
Gas & Oil 1,882 27
Repairs and Garage Bill 2,127 84
Supplies 96 93
Salt 158 16
Plowing Milton and Gore Road 498 49
Bulldozer Rental 130 50
Sand 61 00
Snowfence 76 25
Town Truck Rental 1,559 47
$11,969 74 
$4,600 20
$6,622 76
$7,204 51
Balance due from State $581 75
Overdrawn
STATE AID CONSTRUCTION
Unexpended, 1942
Unexpended, 1946
Appropriation
Ree VI State Treasurer
Ree VI Roads & Bridges Account
$ 999 00 
999 00 
1,098 00
3,517 68 
9 08
Expended
Paid
Labor Payrolls4/
Town Truck Hire 
Shovel Rental 
Bulldozer Rental 
Gravel 
Culverts 
Supplies
$1,975
1,609
1,943
755
370
525
23
70
68C
95
50
60
05
85
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THIRD CLASS RECONSTRUCTION
t
Ree’d State Treasurer $2,934 96
Ree VI W. B. Road N. of R. R. a transfer 131 15
Expended
Paid
Labor Payrolls $1,144 14
Town Truck Hire 483 05
Sand 61 80
Tarvia 1,377 12
$3,066 11
$3,066 11
TOWN ROAD IMPROVEMENT ACCOUNT
ReeVI State Treasurer $2,009 99 $2,009 99
Expended
Paid
Labor Payrolls $541 87
Town Truck Rental 435 85
Shovel Rental 484 95
Bulldozer 156 00
Culverts 391 32
Gravel 151 70
$2,161 69
OverdraAvn $ 151 70
THIRD CLASS M AINTENANCE
Appropriation $1,425 00 $1,425 00
Expended
Paid
Labor Payrolls $388 24
Town Trucks Rental 227 60
Tarvia 873 56
Sand 22 00
•      __________________
$1,511 40
Overdrawn $ 86 40
«ANNUAL REPORTS 21
STATE AND STATE AID MAINTENANCE
4
Appropriation $1,612 10
I'aid State Treasurer $1,612 10
TARVIA FOR ROADS AND STREETS
1 $2,000 00
Fred L. Edwards 11 75
Carroll E. Abbott 3 81
Harry N. Head 3 81
Ernest Blake 49 47
Fannie Carter 9 61
P. H. Chadbourne 197 86
Richard Davis 49 47
C. F. Saunders 26 64
S. S. Greenleaf 51 66
Addison Saunders 24 83
Tena Thurston 11 42
Henry M. Flint 9 61
Expended
Paid
Labor Payrolls $ 481 00
Town Truck Rental 288 00
Sand 48 60
Tarvia 2,086 41
$2,449 94
$2,904 01
Overdrawn $ 454 07
TYLER STREET EXTENSION
Unexpended Balance $145 50
Expended
Paid
Labor Payrolls $19 25
Town Truck Rental 24 50
Shovel Rental 25 20
.  - «  ·  —  1
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Bulldozer Rental 15 00
Expended
Paid
Forwarded from 1946 165 37
Labor Payrolls 861 14
Town Truck Rental 480 05
Shovel Rental 226 80
Bulldozer Rental 207 50
Sand and Gravel 214 60
Tarvia 558 00
Culverts 1 367 10
$83 95
*  %
Unexpended Balance $ 61 55
NORTHWEST BETHEL ROAD
Appropriation $3,000 00
R ec’d Warren Blake 50 40
Rec’d J. B. Chapman 28 40
Rec’d Town Road Improvement A c c ’t 49 80
y · «
$3,128 60
$3,080 56
Unexpended $ 48 04
WEST BETHEL ROAD NORTH OF RAILROAD
Appropriation $600 00 $600 00
Expended
Paid
Labor Payrolls $136 89
Town Truck Rental 185 27
Shovel Rental 131 15
Gravel 122 10
$575 41
Unexpended $ 24 59
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REMOVAL OF SNOW FROM STREETS AND 
SIDEWALKS IN BUSINESS AND OTHER
CONGESTED SECTIONS
Unexpended Balance $335 50
Appropriation 500 00
$835 50
Expended
Paid
Labor Payrolls $210 50
Tractor Hire 306 00
Truck Rental 27 50
$544 00
Unexpended $291 50
SIDEWALKS AND SURFACE DRAIN
■I ·
Appropriation $800 00 $800 00
Unexpended $800 00 $800 00
• ·  ·  t 9  *
TRUCK RENTAL ACCOUNT
Earned by Labor
Northwest Bethel Road $ 439 25
Roads & Bridges 1171 89
Winter Roads 1559 47
Third Class Reconstruction 483 05
Third Class Maintenance 227 60
Tarvia for Roads & Streets 288 00
State Aid Construction 940 £ 9t )  L à
/
Countv of Oxford
C '
563 40
Town Road Improvement 371 05
West Bethel Rd. North of R. R. 130 45
Removing· Snow from
Streets & Sidewalks 27 50
School Department 12
• ·
60
Tyler Street Extension 19 40
»
\
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P. H. Chaclbcrarne 
State Treasurer
7 20 
61 20
$6302 58
Sale of Truck to Stephen Abbott 600 00
Paid
(las & Oil 
Garage Bills 
Labor
Expended
$1,661 06
2,033 15 
27 00
Credit Balance
NEW TRUCK BODY
Credit from Truck Reni al A ce ’t
Expended
Paid
1 Chev. Truck 
1 Dump Body (2 yd.)
1 Wausau Plow
PLOW
$3,181 37
$1,845 29 
580 35 
799 50
Overexpended
TOWN GARAGE LOT
Appropriation 
Paid Asa Sessions
$500 00 
$500 00
TOWN GARAGE
$6,902 58
$3,721 21
$3,181 37
$3,181 37
$3,225 14
$ 43 77
$500 00 
$500 00
Appropriation
Unexpended
$2,000 00 $2,000 00
2,000 00 $2,000 00
REPORT OF SELECTMEN
STATE TAX
Appropriation $9,619 30
Paid State Treasurer $9,619 30
COUNTY TA X
Appropriation $4,110 60
Paid County Treasurer $4,110 60
f
CANCELLED WARRANTS
Numbers 1 to 52 incl. $162,134 42
TEMPORARY LOANS
Ree’d Casco Bank & Trust Co. $2,500 00
Paid Casco Bank & Trust Co. $2,500 00
TEMPORARY LOANS TO BE PAID IN 1948
R ec’d Casco Bank & Trust Co. $7,000 00
INTEREST
Appropriation $200 00
Rec’d Interest 44 92
$244 92
Expended
Paid
Casco Bank & Trust Co. $468 61
Overdrawn $223 69
BETHEL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Appropriation $225 00
Paid Bethel Chamber of Commerce $225 00
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OLD CEMETERIES
*
Appropriation $25 00
Expended
Paid $9 75
Unexpended $15 25
PUBLIC LIBRARY
Appropriation $600 00
Rec’d Stale Stipend 42 00
Paid Treasurer Bethel Library $642 00
MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVANCE
Appropriation $50 00
Paid Treasurer American Legion $50 00
MOTOR VEHICLE INSURANCE
Appropriation $225 00
Reimbursement, Stuart AV. Goodwin 8 66
Henry M. Flint 5 25
R. Glenn Murphy 26 27
$265 18
Paid Stuart AV. Goodwin 397 30
Overdrawn $132 12
LOT FOR PRIMARY SCHOOL BUILDING
Appropriation $250 00
Paid Fred Gorman $250 00
PRIMARY SCHOOL BUILDING ADDITION
Appropriation $5,000 00
Loan to be paid in 1948 5,000 00
Materials sold 73 85
$10,073 85
Expended
Paid Labor and Materials $10,588 69
Overdrawn $ 514 84
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WITHHOLDING T A X
Rec’d Town Employees
Paid Collector of Internal Revenue
SEWERS
Appropriation $500 00
Ree d Herbert Kittredge, Connecting 20 00
Daniel Forbes, Connecting 20 00
Stanley Davis, Connecting 20 00
Blakes Garage, Connecting 20 00
Expended
Paid
Labor Payrolls $350 00
Sewer Cleaning Equipment 17 66
Tile 128 22
Cement Blocks & Cement 18 30
Sewer Caps 6 00
Telephone Expense 50
Supplies 7 45
Unexpended
LIGHT ACCOUNT
Appropriation
Expended
Paid
West Bethel St. Lights $184 80
Blinker, Church & R. R. Streets 44 04
Office 12 83
Lock-up 12 00
Unexpended
PUBLIC HEALTH WORK
Appropriation 
Paid State Treasurer
$3,391 95 
$3,391 95
$580 00
$528 13 
$ 51 87
$268 80
253 67 
$ 15 13
$100 00 
$100 00
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ANNUAL REPORT OF 
PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING SERVICE
BETHEL —  1947
The goal of public health is 1 lie prevention oi illness, the 
control of communicable disease, the correction ol defects in 
so far as this is possible, and the maintenance ol* health.
The activities carried on by the public health nurse in 
your community were directed toward this goal, and her ac­
complishments were worthy of note.
During the summer three Child Health Conferences 
were held at which forty infants and preschool children were 
examined by a physician. A large percent were immunized 
against whooping cough, diphtheria, smallpox and tetanus. 
These conferences were sponsored by the Eleanor Gordon 
Guild.
The nurse continued her work beyond the conferences 
with home visits offering health supervision services for in­
fants, preschool and school children as well as adults who need 
the nurse’s assistance with health problems and those having 
crippling conditions or communicable diseases.
School examinations were done with 352 examined by a 
physician. Defects of varying severity were found by the 
doctor, and follow-up visits were made by the nurse when 
this service was indicated.
Your cooperation has been greatly appreciated in mak­
ing the Child Health Conferences and school examinations 
a success.
Sound principles of health and disease prevention have 
apparently been established in your town as evidenced by the 
interest in the Child Health Conferences and school examina­
tions and the attendance of the children who have crippling 
conditions at the Crippled Children's Clinics held regularly 
in Rumford. May we express our appreciation for the interest 
of cooperation during the past year.
Respectfully submitted,
Jean Bridges
Public Health Nurse
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FIRE DEPARTMENT
Appropriation $500 00
liec ’d Town of Newry 150 00
Town of Gilead 150 00
State Treas.— Albany 75 00
Town of Hanover 75 00
Town of Greenwood 75 00
Expended
Telephone $ 51 65
Gas & Oil 26 94
Supplies 393 85
Mayville Hydrant 30 00
Fire Alarm 50 00
Pumper Fire Insurance ' 10 00
Janitor, Fire House 56 00
Payrolls 394 75
Repairs 13 00
$1,025 00
$1,026 19
Overdrawn $ 1 19
REPORT OF CHIEF ENGINEER
The Company, during the past year, was called out by 
15 geseral alarms and 21 still alarms for chimney and woods 
fires. Six of the general alarms for out-of-town fires were as 
follows :
Ψ
May 12, Town of Newry, Woods Fire
June 6, Town of Gilead, Woods Fire
Sept. 12, Town of Gilead, Woods Fire
Oct. 15, Town of Greenwood, Charles Mason’s Barn
Oct. 15, Town of Albany, Woods Fire
Nov. 26, Town of Hanover, Charles Bartlett’s
The six out-of-town alarms netted the town $575.00.
The Chief has been criticized for having purchased ad­
ditional equipment which he considered necessary, namely, 
a portable pump and a new ladder. However, he feels justi­
fied in having made these purchases and feels confident that 
the majority of the taxpayers will agree, in light of the fact
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, * 
that these items cost considerably less than the amount re­
ceived by the Town from out-of-town fires as stated above.
The Town was very fortunate the past year in having 
no serious forest fires. However, if we had had to meet such 
an emergency, we would have been inadequately equipped to 
do so (need \ve remind you of the Bar Harbor and Brownfield 
disasters, etc.). To effectively combat similar fires in this 
area should they occur, T highly recommend the Town buy a 
light truck to carry extra equipment (extra hose, portable 
pump, fighting unit, etc.). The pumper, at the present time, 
is extremely overloaded. With a light truck we could extend 
the life service of the pumper, do the work more easily and 
efficiently, and be better prepared for emergencies.
Everyone is reminded that in case of any type of fire, 
the telephone operator should be notified immediately and 
given complete details regarding the nature and place of fire.
Respectfully submitted,
LLOYD E. LUXTON, Chief
TREASURER’S BOND
Appropriation
Paid Stuart W. Goodwin
$35 00 
$35 00
COLLECTOR’ S BOND
, ·  »
Appropriation
Paid Walter E. Bartlett
$20 00 
$20 00
STATE OF MAINE PUBLICITY BUREAU
Appropriation
Paid State of Maine Publicity Bureau
$100 00 
$100 00
TOWN OFFICERS
Appropriation $4,700 00Expended
Paid
E. F. Bisbee, Selectman $996 00
Carroll E. Abbott, Selectman 624 00
James C. Bartlett, Selectman, 1946-47 216 00
E. P. Brown, Road Commissioner 342 56
Alice J. Brooks, Clerk 75 00
John M. Harrington, Treasurer 300 00
Elmer E. Bennett, S. of W. & M. 40 00
Widd B. Twaddle, M. D., Health 35 00
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Walter E. Bartlett, Collector 1,168 54
Unexpended ■
MISCELLANEOUS ACCOUNT
Appropriation $2,000 00
Tax Lien Costs 8 05
Refund on 1946 Dog Licenses, State Treas. 4 90 
Alice J. Brooks, Victualars’ Licenses 15 00
State Treas., Bank Stock Tax 181 40
_ _
J. B. Chapman, Bowling Alley License 10 00
The Van Tel. & Tel. Co. $ 53 05
Postage 31 44
Oxford County Citizen, Town Reports 287 70
Printing & Supplies 244 17
Sheriff and Attorney Fees 53 05
Office Rent ( ly r .) 175 00
Recording Vital Statistics 41 50
Village Corp. Excise Tax 213 94
Town Farm Expense 20 58
State Treas. Aid to Dependent Children 431 67
Care and Cleaning 102 03
Ballot Clerks 15 00
Maine Municipal dues and expense 104 00
Lock-up, fuel 30 00
Typing Reports & Voting List 8 75
Expense, Insane Cases 40 90
Overpayment of Dog Tax 4 90
Filing and Recording Liens and Deeds 2 00
Serum for Child Health Clinics 63 32
Town Seales, Land rent 5 00
Overpayment of 1947 Excise Tax 12 38
31
$3,797 10 
$ 902 90
$2,219 35
Unexpended
$1,940 38
—  ■---------  —  —  I , - -  —
$ 278 94
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ABATEMENTS
Appropriations $136 04
Abatements $136 04
MINISTERIAL AND SCHOOL FUND
Deposited, Bethel Savings Bank $3,388 08 
Interest, 1947 85 22
E. L. BARTLETT FUND
Deposited, Bethel Savings Bank $620 36
Interest, 1947 15 60
FRED E. GORDON TRUST FUND
Deposited, Bethel Savings Bank $563 43
Interest, 1947 14 16
ALCINA GROVER TRUST FUND
Deposited, Bethel Savings Bank $74 58
Interest, 1947 1 86'
MARY E. W ILEY TRUST FUND
Deposited, Bethel Savings Bank $223 60
Interest, 1947 5 61
FINANCIAL STANDING
$3,473 30
$635 96
$577 59
$76 44
$229 21
Assets
Cash in hands of Treas. Jan. 1, 1948 $15,815 47 $15,815 47
Due, L. E. Davis, Collector, 1931 26 06
Due, L. E. Davis, Collector, 1932 39 65
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4
Due, L. E. Davis, Collector, 1933 130 00 195 71
Due, W. E. Bartlett, Collector, 1916 21 16
Due, W. L. Lartlett, Collector, l'J lt 3,669 ‘12 3,690 38
Tax Deeds, Prior to 1931 473 09
•
Tax Deeds, 1931 262 32
Tax Deeds, 1932 409 51
Tax Deeds, 1933 381 40
Tax Deeds, 1931 127 25 1,653 57
Tax Liens, 1936 58 50
Tax Liens, 1937 17 51
Tax Liens, 1938 41 68
Tax Liens, 1939 142 60
Tax Liens, 1910 193 61
Tax Liens, 1941 103 95
Tax Liens, 1942 181 35
Tax Liens, 1943 84 22
Tax Liens, 1944 33 00
Tax Liens, 1915 73 60
Tax Liens, 1946 74 40 1,004 42
Due, State Poor Account 238 90
Due, Town of Rumford Account 12 00
Due, Other Towns 8 69 20 69
Due, State Treasurer,
State Aid Construction 581 75
Liabilities
$23,200 89
* 4
Note, Casco Bank & Trust Co.
to be assessed in 1948 * $7,000 00
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51 87
BALANCE SHEET
Overdraft Unexpended
Miscellaneous Account $................  $ 8 97
Town Officers’ Bills   902 90
Treasurer’s Bond....................................... ................  ................
Collector’s Bond..........................................................  ................
State of Maine Publicity Bureau .........................................
Fire Department 1 19 ................
Electric Light Account  -  15 18
Public Health Work ................
Sewers ................
Roads & Bridges 339 15 ................
Wfnteir Roads 4,600 29 ................
State and State Aid Maintenance .........................................
Tarvia for Roads and Streets 454 07 ................
Third Class Maintenance 86 40 ................
Town Road Improvement 151 70 ................
Northwest Bethel Road   48 40
New Truck-Body & Plow 43 77 ................
Sidewalk Snow Removal   291 50
West Bethel Road N. of R. R.   24 59
Town Poor 355 65........ ................
Bethel Library............................................ ................  ................
Memorial Day ................  ................
Motor Vehicle Insurance 132 12 ................
Old Cemeteries   15 25
Bethel Chamber of Commerce ................  ................
Interest Account * 223 69 ................
State Tax ................  ................
County Tax ................  ................
Overlay ................
Supplementary Tax   I l l  00
Excise Tax Collected   4,895 00
2,114 95
$6,387 94 $8,749 56 
Balance unexpended and carried to surplus $2,361 62
Respectfullv submitted 
ERNEST F. BISBEE 
CARROLL E. ABBOTT 
JAMES C. BARTLETT
Selectmen i i
REPORT OF TREASURER
Cash on hand, January 1, 1947
Received :
W. E. Bartlett, Collector
1944 Town Taxes $ 12 90
1945 Town Taxes 18 41
1946 Town Taxes 2,087 31
1947 Town Taxes 80,702 45
1946 Excise Taxes 15 83
1847 Excise Taxes 3,850 11
1948 Excise Taxes 1,029 06
L. E. Davis
1931 Town Taxes $ 66 12
1932 Town Taxes 277 18
1933 Town Taxes 159 09
State Treasurer
Miscellaneous Account $ 4 90
Library Stipend 42 00
Truck Rental 61 20
Albany Fire 75 00
Railroad and Telegraph Tax 127 14
Bank Stock Tax 181 40
Town Road Improvement, 1946 2,123 34
Town Road Improvement, 1947 2,009 99
Third Class Reconstruction 2,934 96
State Aid, 1947 3,517 68
Snow Removal 3,421 37
Education 1,354 24
Equalization Fund 2,182 00
State School Fund 9,818 14
Casco Bank and Trust Company, Notes
Tax Liens
Bartlett, Z. Willis $ 18 40
Kellogg, N. L. 162 00
Interest on Tax Liens 
Reimbursements of Costs
$14,960 45
87,716 07
502 39
27,853 36 
32,000 00
180 40 
44 92 
8 05
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Victuallers Licenses
Bosserman, W. E.
Boyker, Henry W.
Brown, Mary E.
Burris, Ralph E.
Chamberlin, Harold 
Cotton, Albert 
Ernst, F'ritz 
Fredey, Marcel 
Gagnon, Joseph C.
Inn, Bethel
Kimball, Daisy and Philbrook, Ivy 
Kimball, Marion 
Ladd, Mary 
Philbrick, Mary A.
Vonzintl, Martha B.
School Supplies and Textbooks 
Lawrence Lord 
Ida M. Packard 
Earl A. Davis 
Town of Gilead 
Town of Gilead 
Town of Newryt/
Town of Upton 
Common School Tuition 
Samuel T. Smith 
Leon M. Wilson 
Dead River Plantation 
Town of Gilead 
Town of Greenwood 
Town of Newrv 
Truck Account 
North West Bethel Road 
Roads and Bridges 
Winter Roads 
Third Class fmnrovement
Third Class Maintenance
Third Class Construction
Third Class Reconstruction
  *
Town Tarvia
State Aid Construction
ANNUAL, REPORTS 37
Oxford County 
Town Road Improvement 
Vvebi Bethel Road, i\orth Side 0 1  R. 
School Department 
Tyler Street Extension 
Village Snow Removal 
P. li .  Chad bourne 
Tarvia Account 
Abbott, Carroll E.
Blake, Ernest G.
Carter, Fannie
Chadbourne, P. II.
0
Davis, Richard 
Edwards, I'. L. Estate 
Flint, Henry M.
Greenleaf, S. S./  I t
Head, Harry N.
Saunders, Addison 
Saunders, C. F.
Thurston, Tena M.
Fire Department 
Town of Gilead 
Town of Greenwood 
Town of Hanover 
Town of Newry 
Sewer Connections
e
Blake's Garage 
Davis, Stanley 
Forbes, Daniel 
Kittredge, Herbert
Transfers
Town Road Improvement 
From Roads and Bridges 
North West Bethel Road
West Bethel Road, North of R. R.
_ _ _  ■ _ _ _ _ _
From Third Class Construction*
Roads and Bridges 
From State Aid Construction 
Frank Brooks, Sale of Fuel 
Everett Billings, Sale of Stove 
Town of Newry, School Repairs
R.
563
371
13U
1/
19
27
7
40
05
45
85
40
50
20
$ 3 81 
49 47 
9 61 
197 86 
49 47 
11 ,75 
9 61 
51 66 
3 81 
24 83 
26 64 
11 42
150
75
75
150
00
00
00
00
20 00 
20 00 
20 00 
20 00
149 42 
49 80
6,246 63
449 94
450 00
80 00
09· /  ·
131 15
9
5
10
3
08
00
00
75
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Town of Greenwood, School Repairs 9 75
Town of Newry, Conveyance 1946 210 00
Town of Newry, Conveyance 1947 240 00
Stuart W. Goodwin, Truck Insurance Rebate 8 66
Henry M. Flint, Insurance Reimbursement 5 25
R. Glen Murphy, Insurance Reimbursement 26 27
Town of Paris, Poor of Other Towns 26 99
P. II. Chadbourne, Roads and Bridges Labor 6 00
Warren Blake, Use of Power Shovel 50 40
.J. B. Chapman, Use of Power Shovel 28 40
J. B. Chapman, Bowling Alley License 10 00
Oxford County, Snow Removal 448 17
Stephen E. Abbott, Sale of Truck 600 00
Town Employees, Witholding Tax 3,391 95
School Teachers, Pension Fund 950 80
Superintendent Office Expense, Reimbursement 73 40
Primary School Addition,
Sale or Return of Materials 73 85
$177,949 89
Paid Warrants, Nos. 1 to 52, inclusive $162,134 42
Cash on hand, January 1, 1948 15,815 47
$177,949 89
Respectfully submitted,
J. M. HARRINGTON, Treasurer
We hereby certify that we have examined the accoimts 
of the Treasurer and have found them correct.
ERNEST F. BISBEE 
CARROLL E. ABBOTT 
JAMES C. BARTLETT
Selectmen of Bethel
STATE OF MAINE
STATE DEPARTMENT OF AUDIT
AUGUSTA
January 6, 1948
Board of Selectmen
Bethel
Maine
Gentlemen :
in accordance with Chapter 16, Section 3 of the Revised 
Statutes of 1944 and at your request, the records of the Town 
of Bethel have been audited by Auditor Carl G. Hawes for the 
period January 1, 1946 to December 31, 1946 inclusive.
The examination was made in accordance with generally 
accepted auditing standards applicable in the circumstances 
and included all procedures which were considered necessary 
Insofar as could be ascertained within the scope of the exam- 
inalion, the financial transactions of the Town appear to have 
been appropriately handled, with such exceptions as may be 
noted in the accompanying Comments.
Exhibits and Schedules incorporated in this report im­
partially present the financial position of the Town and the 
result of its operations for the period designated. Recommend­
ations have been made which we believe to be worthy of con-«/
sideration.
Comments and other data incorporated in this report may 
prove of interest to you. All of which is respectively submitted.
Very truly yours,
FRED M. B ER RY
State Auditor
FMB .am
COMMENTS
Re: Audit of Account— Town of Bethel 
January 1, 1946 to December 31, 1946
CASH
Cash available for current expenditures at December 31. 
1946 amounted to $14,960.45 which amount reconciled with
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the bank statement of the Casco Bank and Trust Company.
All receipts were examined and found to be correctly 
recorded-
Expenditures were made by check and were supported by 
warrants authorized by the Selectmen.
ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE
Accounts receivable amounted to $2,177.31 at December 
31, 1946. This amount was due from the State for Highway 
and Charity expenditures and from the Tax Collector for 1946 
excise taxes.
T A X E S  RECEIVABLE
The 1946 commitment of taxes, which amounted to 
$67,240.56, was added and compared with the records of the 
Assessors and found in agreement. Supplemental taxes in the 
amount of $109.80 were collected. The balance due from the 
Collector on this commitment was represented by a list of un­
paid taxes according to the records of the Collector.
Prior years’ taxes receivable are listed on Schedule A-10. *
T A X  LIENS
The balance of tax liens at December 31, 1946 was 
$1,110.42. Payments received during the year appeared to 
have been applied against the proper accounts. All tax liens 
on file with the Treasurer were examined.
T A X  DEEDS
At the close of the year, unpaid tax deeds amounting to 
$1,653.57 were on hand. Payments received amounted to 
$380.60. Due to the age of these deeds, a reserve of 50% is 
carried.
ACCOUNTS PA Y A B LE
The 1946 excise tax due the Bethel Village Corporation 
represents the accounts payable.
SURPLUS
The Appropriated Surplus represents the net unexpend­
ed balances carried to the 1947 year.
The Unappropriated Surplus of $11,585.06 at the end of 
the year reveals a net decrease in this account of $8,013.01. 
The major item contributing to this change was the net over-Vi ^
draft in departmental operations.
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TRUST FUNDS
The time deposits representing: Hie Cemetery Perpetual 
Care and the Ministerial and School Funds were verified at 
the Bethel Savings Bank.
The income had not been withdrawn during the year.
GENERAL
Attention is invited to the overdrafts reflected in sever­
al Appropriation accounts, the summary of which appears on 
Exhibit D. An opinion rendered by the Attorney General 
reads in part,
“ The municipal officers are bound by the terms 
of the articles in the warrant calling the meeting 
providing for the expenditure of money. The 
officers should not spend more than the 
taxpayers appropriated at town meeting, unless 
the statute expressly authorizes an expenditure 
in excess of the appropriation.”
The provisions of Chapter 84. Section 81 of the Revised Stat­
utes of 1944, however, relate to expenditures of monies for 
highway purposes and permit overdrafts in eases of emer­
gencies 1o the extent of 15%  of the appropriation.
The bonds of the Tax Collector and Treasurer were ex­
amined and found to be satisfactory.
The 1946 excise tax receipts, number 101 to 822, and those 
for 1947, numbers 1 to 82, were checked and it was ascertained 
that all collections had been deposited with the Treasurer, 
with the exception of receipt numbered 606 which was omit­
ted from the cash sheet of the Collector.
The records of the various officers were found to be in a 
very satisfactory condition.r  %/
RECOMMENDATIONS
It is recommended,
That the trust fund income be withdrawn and expend­
ed.
That all warrants be approved by the majority of the 
Board of Selectmen before being presented to the 
Treasurer for payment.
42 ANNUAL REPORTS
TOWN OF BETHEL  
COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEET
GENERAL FUND 
ASSETS
December 31, 1946 December 31, 1945
Cash :
On Hand and in Bank
(Exhibit B) $14,960.45 $21,941.02
Accounts Receivable (Sch. A -l)  2,177.31 706.87
Taxes Receivable
(Schedule A-2) 3,286.10 4,327.91
Less— Reserve for
Losses 1,038.83 1,084.07
2,247.27 3,243.84
Tax Liens (Sch. A -3) 1,110.42 1,969.42
Less— Reserve for Losses 65.07 101.66
1,045.35 1,867.76
Tax Deeds (Sch. A-4 ) 1,653.57 2,038.17
Less— Reserve for Losses 826.78 509.50
826.79 1,528.67
TOTAL: GENERAL FUND $21,257.17 $29/288.16
LIABILITIES
December 31, 1946 December 31, 1945 
Account Payable (Schedule A-5) $213.94 $142.39
SURPLUS
Appropriated (Ex. D) 9,458.17 9,547.70
Unappropriated (Ex. E) 11,585.06 19,598.07
21,043.23 29,145.77
TO TAL: GENERAL FUND $21,257.17 $29,288.16
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TRUST FUNDS 
Assets
December 31, 1946 December 31, 1945 
t ime Deposits (Schedule a -6) $4,870.05 $4,622.74
T O T A L  TRUST FUNDS
Liabilities
Principals (Schedule A-6) 
Unexpended Income 
(Schedule A-6)
T O T A L :T R U S T  FUNDS
9  ,
The complete report of the audit, as required by Chap­
ter 80, Section 119, Revised Statutes of 1944, and amended by
Chapter 84, Public Laws of 1945, is on file in the office of the 
Selectmen.
REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
.To the Citizens ol' Bethel:
You people of Bethel are indeed fortunate to have had 
added to your school plant two such excellent school rooms, 
and other facilities as the new addition oilers, for the cost, en­
voi ved. Your building committee should be highly commend­
ed for their work. These rooms are the best you have and cer­
tainly will provide a pleasant, healthful atmosphere for your 
hoys and girls entering school.
At a time when other costs are spiraling upward it is just 
as necessary to raise more funds for the satisfactory main-I-
tenanee of your schools. Last year we were over cautious in
%/ **
trying to keep costs down and as a result some accounts have 
been withdrawn and other balances cut into. The school tax 
rate dropped below the average for the state and you lost the 
equalization fund which for 1948 would have been in excess of 
four thousand dollars. The appropriations as recommended 
bv your school committee are made only after detailed eonsid-
v  1
(nation has been made of known and estimated costs for the 
year 1948. Your committee has also recommended that school 
moneys raised for what has been known as “ common schools,”  
high school tuition, textbooks, and supplies, he raised in one 
sum known as “ School Maintenance” ; with money for re- 
pairs, insurance, etc., to be raised separately as in the past. 
This is the policy followed now in most all towns.
The school enrollment has shown an increase again this 
year. Without question increases will continue in future years, 
particularly in 1951 and after. The number of births in town 
between 1940 and 1945 averaged slightly less than thirty- 
seven per year. The number of births in 1946 was sixty-one 
and for 1947 it was over seventy. Let us not delude ourselves 
with wishful thinking and a “ get by”  attitude; let’s be pre­
pared to meet- the situation when it eomes. A group of inter­
ested citizens is now studying the possibility of a tract of land 
being purchased to be used as a community playground with 
the thought in mind that the new grammar school which will
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be needed in a few years (in fact, it is needed now) may be 
built adjacent to it. This is the realistic approach.
Another teacher was added to the staff this year in order 
that in the village the sub-primary and first grade might be 
separated. This brings the number of full time teachers to 
thirteen. Most of the teachers of last year were retained. 
The new teachers are Mrs. Katherine Adams, grade one; Miss 
.Mina Stevens, East Bethel primary; and Mrs. Gwendolin 
Holt, East Bethel intermediate. Mrs. Helen Newmarker mov­
ed from East Bethel primary to the second grade in the vil­
lage.
Mr. Harry Sawin, who has been your faithful janitor for
over twenty years, felt it necessary to resign at Christmas
vacation. The many arduous duties envolved were becoming
too difficult for a man of his advanced vears. The Town of%
Bethel owes much to this conscientious, hardworking citizen 
who has rendered such helpful service to the community. Mr. 
Paul Salway has been hired to take his place.
The school lunch program has expanded to such propor­
tions that the Parent Teachers Association, the sponsoring 
organization, is hopeful of outfitting a kitchen and lunchroom 
in the primary building·. This undertaking should receive 
the support of all, whether you have children to benefit by 
the program or not.
May I express my appreciation for your continued co- 
oneration as we work together for the enrichment of the 
school program for our boys and girls.
Respectfully submitted,
DONALD M. CHRISTIE 
Superintendent of Schools
SCHOOL STATISTICS
*
Present School Enrollment—
Grade 8 41
Grade 7 45
Grade 6 43
Grade 5 44
Grade 4 35
Grade 3 42
Grade 2 65
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Grade 1 52
Sub-Primary 50
Total 417
Number of teaching* positions 13.4
Average yearly salary $1,643.
Number of pupils conveyed at expense of town 170
Number of tuition pupils 58
(Albany 27, Newry 13, Mason 8, Greenwood 6,
Gilead 3, Dead River 1)
Number of pupils enrolled in secondary schools 
for 1947-48—
Seniors 17
Juniors 28
Sophomores 22
Freshmen 24
Total 91
r » «
SCHOOL BUDGET FOR 1948 AS RECOMMENDED
BY SCHOOL COMMITTEE
For School Maintenance $38,000
(broken down as follows)
, , I  · «  · »
Common Schools (includes teachers’ salaries,
fuel, janitors and conveyance) $22,000.00
High School Tuition ‘ 13,500.00
Textbooks 
Supplies
1.300.00
1.200.00
$38,000.00
$1,500.00
383.44
100.00
Repairs 
Insurance 
School Physician 
Superintendence (includes office exp.) 1,500.00
Signed :
EARL Λ. DAVIS, Chairman
M ARGUERITE B A R TLE TT
STANLEY BROWN
Superintending School Committee
for Town of Bethel
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FINANCIAL REPORT
COMMON SCHOOL ACCOUNT
Resources
Balance, .Jan. 1, 1947 $5,538 77
Appropriation .17,000 00
State School Fund 8,818 14
Equalization Fund 1,800 00
Elementary School Tuition 1,910 00
Town of Newry (conveyance) 450 00
Ree d for Fuel and Janitors’ supplies 20 50
State of Maine 5 74
Expenditures
*
Instruction $22,266 20
Fuel 1,613 07
Janitors and cleaning 2,011 08
Conveyance 5,270 40
Common School tuition 60 00
$35,543 15
$31,220 75
Balance Dec. 31, 1947 $4,322 40
D ETAIL OF EXPENDITURES
Teachers’ Salaries
Charles Chapman $2,220 00
Gwendolyn Stearns 1,635 00
Helen Varner 1,620 00
Ruth Hastings 1,620 00
Ethel Bisbee 1,770 00
Blanche Howe 1,670 00
Alice Ballard 1,620 00
Helen Newmarker 1,620 00
Marion Coolidge 1,496 00
Ethel Ward 1,576 00
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Katharine Adams 680 00
Mina Stevens 640 00
Gwendolen Holt 640 00
Elizabeth Cole 940 00
Virginia Robinson 910 00
Beth Abbott 620 00
Elizabeth Wight 202 00
Marguerite Clark 105 00
Florence Hastings 60 00
Mary Billings 26 00
Virginia Keniston 9 00
Richmond Roderick 100 00
Marion Stallwood 100 00
Frances Bennett 10 00
Gould Academy 50 00
Doris Lord 20 00
State of Maine (pension) 307 20
$22/266 20
Fuel
$765 69 
798 04 
33 00 
16 34
Ernest F. Bisbee 
Ruth Carver Ames 
R. S. McMillin
Town of Greenwood
Janitors and
Harry Sawin 
Ethel Ward 
Elizabeth Cole 
Clara Rolfe 
Howard Rolfe 
Lewis Smith 
Earl Hart 
R. S. McMillin 
Clavton Fossett 
Frank Brooks 
Thomas Kenaugh 
II. N. Head 
Mildred Wilbur
$1,613 07
Cleaning
$1,695 98
33 00
21 00
26 50
21 00
32 00
4 00
12 00
2 75
7 00
7 00
8 40
9 ου
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C. B. Dolge Co. 23 32
D. M. Christie 3 00
D. Grover Brooks 7 00
Herbert Dunham 12 50
M. F. Bragdon Paint Co. 02 63
Conveyance
Gould Academy $873 60
Blanche Flint 1,247 00
R, S. McMillin 1.294 00
L. C. Stevens 378 00
Mrs. Jorgen Olson 580 00
Karl Stearns 226 80
R. Glenn Murphy 301 00
-John Deegan 84 00
State of Maine 286 00
Common School Tuition
$2,011 08
$5,270 40
Town of Woodstock $60 00 $60 00
HIGH SCHOOL TUITION
Resources
Balance January 1, 1947 $1,060 01
Appropriation 10,500 00
State Fund 1,000 00
$12,560 01
Expenditures
Gould Academy $12,122 80
Town of Woodstock 112 00
Rumford School Dept. 75 00
$12,309 80
Balance December 31, 1947 $250 21
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TEXTBOOK AND LIBRARY ACCOUNT
Resources
Balance January 1, 1947 $154 02
Appropriation 700 00
Equalization Fund 200 00
Town of Greenwood 14 60
Town of Gilead 9 10
Town of Newry 3 40
Town of Upton 4 50
$1,085 62
Expenditures
Iroquois Pub. Co. $198 45
American Book Co. 120 92
The Macmillan Co. 207 96
Ginn & Company 159 28
Silver Burdett Co. 69 58
Scott, Foresman & Co. 38 52
C. C. Birchard Co. 90 67
Laidlaw Bros. 43 01
L. W. Singer Co. 43 04
F. E. Compton Co. 91 05
Webster Pub. Co. 60 32
Arlo Pub. Co. 37 29
Platt & Munk 30 98
Beckley-Cardv Co. 40 94
American Education Press 29 20
World Book Co. 19 28
1). C. Heath Co. 16 27
Harvard Univ. Press 1 87
Boston Music Co. 3 85
Cincinnati Board of Education 2 60
Uyons & Carnahan 3 05
Harper & Bros. 4 30
Charles E Merrill Co. 2 26
Science Illustrated 4 00
Follett Book Co. 1 92
Consumers Union 5 00
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h all & McCreary Co. 
Allyn & Bacon 
John C. Winston Co.
Encyclope dia Brit. Press 
Harrison Pub. Co.
Edith Frost 
Columbia Univ. Press
SUPPLY ACCOUNT 
Resources
Expenditures
J. L. Hammett Co.
l oring, Short & Harmon 
Gledhill Bros.
Bethel Water Co.
Edward E. Babb Co. 
vVorld Book Co.
Central Maine Power Co.
Cascade Paper Co.
Bethel Citizen 
James Bailey Co.
Adelaide Nadeau 
Donald M. Christie 
Fred L. Tower Co.
Pecks
Business Statistics Organization 
Town of Newry
Balance Jan. 1, 1947 
Appropriation 
Equalization Fund 
Town of Gilead 
Town of Greenwood 
Town of Newry 
Town of Tipton 
Lawrence Lord
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D. Grover Brooks 2 23
Follett Book Co. 1 47
National Survey 3 19
Lewiston Key & Lock Works 1 59
Walter Jodrey 1 25
Gwendolin Holt 40
Overdraft Dee. 31, 1947
INSURANCE ACCOUNT
Resources
Appropriation
Expenditures
Walter E. Bartlett
Overdraft Dec. 31, 1947
REPAIR ACCOUNT 
Resources
Balance Jan. 1, 1947 $267 56
Appropriation 700 00
Everett Billings 10 00
Town of Greenwood 9 75
Town of Newry 3 25
Expenditures
D. Grover Brooks $1,268 24
G. E. Mason 86 29
R. S. McMillin 26 00
J. L. Hammett 22 11
Fred Smith 14 85
Yale & Towne Mfg. Co. 10 17
Arthur Herrick 22 17
Charles Merrill 32 02
$1,357 45 
$370 88
$198 75
$233 75 
$35 00
$990 56
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Gould Academy 
Donald M. Christie 
State of Maine 
Willis Ward 
II. N. Head 
S. Elwood Thompson
E. S. Williamson, Jr.
Runnels Machine Shop 
Walter Jodrey 
West Paris Hardware Co.
Berry Paper Co.
Robert Kirk
Coring, Short & Harmon 
Hall & Knight 
Frank Bartlett 
Frank Nary 
Roland Kneeland 3 15
31 00
13
09
44
LJimJ
10
i 0 
00
1 25
6 00
6 40
1 00
4 30
3 53
6 36
5 20
3 90
50
3 50
7 50
$1,611 63
t
Overdraft Dec. 31, 1947 $621 07
SCHOOL PHYSICIAN ACCOUNT
Resources
Balance Jan. 1, 1947 $100 00
Appropriation 100 00
Expenditures
$200 00
W. B. Twaddle $200 00
SUPERINTENDENCE ACCOUNT
Resources
Appropriation $1,125 00
Town of Newry 10 80
Town of Gilead 10 80
Town of Greenwood 38 90
Town of Upton 12 90
$1,198 40
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Expenditures
Overdraft Jan. 1, 1947 $213 95
Donald M. Christie 889 98
D. i\i. Christie (office exp.) 57 56
Van Tel. & Tel. Co. 92 48
John C. Winston Co. 3 00
School Executive 3 00
Bethel Citizen 5 50
Teachers Research Press 5 07
Nations Schools Pub. Co. 3 00
D. Appleton Century- 1 24
National Education Assn. 3 00
Webster Pub. Co. 1 68
$1,279 40
Overdraft Dec. 31, 1947 $81 06
/  *
PRIMARY SCHOOL ADDITION ACCOUNT
Expenditures
Labor
Willis Ward $629 21
Herbert Swan 453 75
\
Charles Ilamlin 314 20
E. S. Williamson, Jr. 273 20
Roland Glines 116 40
Frank Nary 81 60
David Bennett 75 20
Herman Robinson 56 00
Wayne Bennett 26 40
Jerrold Davis 12 80
$2,038 70
Building Materials
Charles Merrill
D. Grover Brooks 
R. L. Davis
E. G. Blake 
L. E. Davis
$1,843 19 
352 25 
546 64 
339 43 
329 66
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R, S. McMillin 124 95
Diamond Match Co. 30 83
Bethel Trucking Co. 64 60
L. M. Longley & Son 30 92
Town of Bethel (Road Dept.) 17 65
Runnells Machine Shop 16 03
Albert Kimball 24 23
Hanover Dowel Co. 10 50
Brown’s Garage 9 00
Cobb & Shackford 1 80
Walter Jodrev 1 50
Conner’s Garage 1 50
Heating, Plumbing and Ventilation
D. Grover Brooks
Painting
S. H. Browne
Wiring and Lighting
Robert Kirk $162 84
General Electric Supply Co. 207 68
Flooring
New England Rubber Flooring Co.
Furnishings
Beckley-Cardy Co.
Gledhill Bros.
Arthur Herrick 
Loring, Short, & Harmon
$294 08 
181 57 
22 88 
7 96
Work on Fence
R. S. McMillin
$3,744 68 
$2,609 44 
$624 45
$370 52 
$663 15
$506 49 
$31 00
Total $10,588 49
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Received for Materials Sold
Willis Ward $3 00
Diamond Match Co. 14 15
L. E. Davis 18 85
Charles Merrill 16 93
Methodist Church 8 92
Frank Nary 5 75
Earl Davis 3 50
Warren Blake 2 75
$73 85
Total Net cost of Building $10,514 64
Appropriated 10,000 00
Overdraft $514 64
*
Respectfully submitted :
Earl Davis, Chairman Robert Hastings
Arthur Herrick Addison Saunders
Stanley Brown Donald Christie, Secretary
Primary School Addition Building Committee
VITAL STATISTICS
In view of Chapter 320 of the Public Laws of 1945 I have 
not published the marriages and births in our annual town 
report.
56 marriages; 75 births; 53 deaths.
DEATHS
1947
Jan. 10, In Bethel, Maine, Edward P. Fuller, age 78 yrs., 
10 days.
Jan. 15, in Waterville, Maine, Howard Raymond Carter, 
age 73 yrs., 3 mos., 22 days.
Jan. 30, In Bethel, Maine, Olive Wilson Howe, age 104 
vrs., 8 mos., 28 days.
Feb. 5, In Rumford, Maine, Julia Buck Brown, age 17 
yrs., 8 mos., 13 days.
Feb. 14, In Newry, Maine, Ida Gallant Guimond, age 62 
yrs., 6 mos., 30 days.
Mar. 2, In Norway, Maine, Ronald James McAllister, age 
1 yr., 11 mos., 25 days.
Mar. 18, In Bethel, Maine, George Aaron Wheeler, age 
55 yrs., 4 mos., 17 days.
Mar. 26, In Bethel, Maine, Walter Henry Billings, age 
81 yrs., 2 mos., 11 days.
Mar. 9, In Lewiston, Maine, Flora Kierstead, age 66 yrs., 
8 mos., 12 days.
Apr. 22, In West Paris, Maine, Ellen A. Briggs, age 73 
yrs., 1 mo., 1 day.
May 1, In Portland, Maine, Nelle M, Burbank, age 83 
yrs., 1 mo., 2 days.
May 6, i n Lewiston, Maine, Russell Keith Holt, age 27 
yrs., 1 mo., 4 days.
May 11, In Bethel, Maine, Leston A. Wheeler, age 67 
yrs., 4 mos., 27 days.
May 13, In Albany Twp., Arthur E. Cross, age 85 yrs.,
10 mos., 28 days.
May 24, In No. Newry, Maine, Ella Myers Brown, age
92 yrs., 1 mo., 28 days.
June 2, In Bethel, Maine, Adelard Niquette, age 73 yrs.
June 5, In Rumford, Maine, Jennie Swan Mitchell, age 
63 yrs., 9 mos., 22 days.
June 10, In Bethel, Maine, Lincoln L. Cummings, age 86 
yrs., 11 mos., 25 days.
June 21, in Auburn, Maine, Albert G. Eames, age 70 
yrs., 9 mos., 22 days.
June 27, In Auburn, Maine, Alice Perry Coburn, age 80 
yrs., 2 mos., 24 days.
June 22, In Rumford, Maine, Georgia Abbott, age 84
y rs., 10 mos., 25 days.ft 7 7 ft
June 29, In Lewiston, Maine, Ella Hanscom, age 81 yrs., 
8 mos., 10 days.
June 21, In Lewiston, Maine, Fred C. Holt, age 61 yrs.,
11 mos., 9 days.
June 29, In West Cumberland, Maine, Harold Sullivan
Hutchinson, age 65 yrs., 9 mos., 29 days.
%
July 1, Γη Albany Twp., Harlan Carroll Blake, age 18 
vrs., 5 mos., 8 davs.
%/ 7 7 (.
July 4, In Albany Twp., Maine, Calvin Cummings, age 
83 vrs., 2 mos., 16 days.
7 » ft·
July 6, In Portland, Maine, Fred L. Edwards, age 81 
vrs., 9 mos., 6 davs.ft/ 7 ft/
Aug. 4. In Bridgton, Maine, Francis Erman Russell, age 
83 yrs., 11. mos., 20 days.
Aug. 18, Tn Bethel, Maine, Clarence Mason Bennett, age 
56 yrs., 11 days.
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Aug. 11, In South Paris, Maine, Ada F. Billings, age 85 
yrs., 11 mos., 6 days.
Aug. 31, In Albany Twp., Maine, Ann M. Guptill, age 
85 yrs., 7 mos., 30 days.
Sept. 11, In Bethel, Maine, Lula Willey, age 44 yrs., 9 
mos., 4 days.
Sept. 28, In Lewiston, Maine, Frank Wheeler, age 84 
yrs., 11 mos., 2 days.
Sept. 30, In West Bethel, Maine, Harry Head, age 81 
yrs., 2 mos., 9 days.
Sept. 30, In Augusta, Maine, George Morey, age 78 yrs., 
11 mos., 27 days.
Oct. 15, In Gardiner, Maine, Mabel Ann Chase, age 71. 
yrs., 7 mos., 26 days.
Oct. 22, In Auburn, Maine, Jennie Lenora Abbott, age 76 
yrs., 8 mos., 21 days.
Oct. 23, In Albany Twp., Maine, Lydia L. Shedd, age 88 
yrs., 1 mo., 28 days.
Oct. 24, In Norway, Maine, Julia M. Farnham, age 81 
yrs., 2 mos., 10 days.
Nov. 5, In Bethel, Maine, Wallace Edgar Coolidge, age 
71 yrs., 7 mos., 26 days.
Nov. 27, In Bethel, Maine, Nathan A. Stearns, age 91 
yrs., 1 mo., 22 days.
Dec. 3, In Albany Twp., Maine, Leona May Ferris, age 
79 yrs., 3 mos., 27 days.
Dec. 21, In West Bethel, Maine, Althea Marie Morrill, 
age 72 yrs., 10 mos., 6 days.
Dee. 22, In Bethel, Maine, Mary Fuller Staples, age 86 
yrs., 6 days.
Dee. 22, In Grecmvood, Maine, Philip Richard Roberts, 
age 2 mos., 27 days.
. Γ'Ϊ.Λ ·|
Respectfully submitted,
ALICE J. BROOKS
Town Clerk
WARRANT FOR ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
1
To Carl L. Brown, a Citizen of the town of Bethel in the 
County of Oxford.
GREETING'S— In the name of the State of Maine, you 
are hereby required to notify and warn the inhabitants of 
the Town of Bethel, qualified by law to vote in Town afFairs, 
to assemble at Odeon Hall, in said Town of Bethel, on Mon­
day, the first day of March, A. I). 1948 at half past nine 
o ’clock in the forenoon to act on the following articles, to wit:
The Polls will be open for balloting on elective officers 
upon order of the Moderator and will be closed at six o ’clock 
in the afternoon.
Art. 1. To choose a Moderator to preside at said meeting.
#
Art. 2. To hear and act on the report of Selectmen, As­
sessors and Overseers of the Poor, Treasurer, Collector, Su­
perintendent of Schools, Road Commissioner, Clerk and other 
town officers.
Art. 3. To see what compensation the town will vote to 
pay the various town officers for the ensuing year.
Art. 4. To establish the price to be paid for collecting 
taxes for the ensuing year.
Art. 5. To choose all other necessary Town Officers.
Art. 6. To see what sum, if any, the town will vote to
raise and appropriate for School Maintenance.
Art. 7. To see what sum, if any, the town will vote to
raise and appropriate for repairs on school buildings.
Art. 8. To see what sum, if any, the town will vote to 
raise and appropriate for insurance on school buildings.
Art. 9. To see what sum, if any, the town will vote to
raise and appropriate for services of a School Physician.
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Art. 10. To see what sum, if any, 1he town will vote to 
raise and appropriate for salary of Superintendent of Schools 
and office expense for the ensuing year.
Art. 11. To see if the town will raise and appropriate 
$100.00 for public health nursing in Bethel. Said sum to be 
expended by the State Bureau of Health, for local service.
Art. 12. To see what sum, if any, the town will vote to 
raise and appropriate for repairing Roads and Bridges for 
the ensuing year.
Art. 13. To see what sum, if any, the town will vote to 
raise and appropriate for Winter Maintenance of Roads.
Art. 11. To see what sum, if any. the town will vote to 
raise and appropriate for Bituminous Surfacing of Roads and 
Streets.
Art. 15. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and 
appropriate for State Aid road construction (in addition to 
amounts regularly raised for the care of ways, highways and 
bridges) under the provisions of Sections 25 and 29, Chap. 
20, R. S. 1944, as amended.
Art. 16. To see what sum of money the town will vote to
raise and appropriate for the maintenance of state and stale 
aid highways under the provisions of Sections 46 and 50, 
Chapter 20, Revised Statutes of 1944, as amended.
Art. 17. To see what sum the town will vote to raise and
appropriate for the maintenance of third class highways.
Art. 18. To see what sum, if any, the town will vote to
raise and appropriate to remove the snow from business and 
other congested sections both from streets and sidewalks.
Art. 19. To see if the town will vote to reconstruct the 
Middle Intervale road from the turn off Route 26 to the turn 
bevond the home of Harold Stanley.4/
Art. 20. To see what sum, if any, the town will vote to 
raise and appropriate for the purpose of reconstructing the 
Middle Intervale road from the turn off Route 26 to the turn 
beyond the home of Harold Stanley and to see how the same 
shall be raised and paid.
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Art. 21. To see if the town will vote to install four street 
lights across the Androscoggin River near the home of R. 
Glenn Murphy.
Art. 22. To see what sum, if any, the town will vote to 
raise and appropriate for street lighting.
Art. 23. To see what sum, if any, the town will vote to
raise and appropriate to assist the Parent Teacher Associ­
ation in equipping a school lunch room.
Art. 24. To see what sum, if any, the town will vote to
raise and appropriate to be paid to the Bethel Chamber of
Commerce to be used for advertising and publicity.
Art. 25. To see whether or not the town will vote to raise 
and appropriate the sum of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) 
to be paid to the State of Maine Publicity Bureau to be ex­
pended and used for advertising the natural resources, ad­
vantages and attractions of the State of Maine in accordance 
with the provisions of Chapter 5, Section 82, of the Revised 
Statutes of Maine.
Art. 26. To see what sum, if any, the town will vote to 
raise and appropriate for maintenance of sewers.
Art. 27. To see what sum, if any, the town will voto to 
raise and appropriate for relief of the poor.
Art. 28. To see what sum, if any, the town will vote to 
raise and appropriate for town officers’ bills.
Art. 29. To see what sum, if any the town will vote to 
raise and appropriate to take care of abatements as made by 
the Assessors.
Art. 30. To see if the town will vote to take care of abate­
ments as made by the Assessors from the Reserve Fund for 
uncollectables.
Art. 31. To see what sum, if any, the town will vote to 
raise and appropriate to procure from the Bethel Library 
Association the free use of books during the coming year for 
all inhabitants of the town under such restrictions and reg­
ulations as shall insure the safety and good use of the books.
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Art. 32. To see what sum, if any, the town will vote to 
raise and appropriate for decorating the graves of soldiers 
and sailors and for Memorial Day exercises.4/
Art. 33. To see what sum, if any, the town will vote to 
raise and appropriate to pay for Treasurer’s Bond.
Art. 34. To see what sum if any, the town will vote to 
raise and appropriate to pay for Collector’s Bond.
Art. 35. To see if the town will vote to install a hydrant 
on the Northwest Bethel road near the dump and airport.
Art. 36. To see what sum, if any, the town will vote to 
raise and appropriate for a hydrant on the Northwest Bethel 
road near the dump and airport.
Art. 37. To see what, sum, if any, the town will vote to 
raise and appropriate for maintenance of Fire Department.
Art. 38. To see if the ίολνη will vote to raise and appro­
priate the sum of $500.00 to buy hose.
Art. 39. To see if the town will vote to buy a truck for 
the use of the Fire Department.
Art. 40. To see what sum, if any, the town will vote to 
raise and appropriate to buy a truck for the use of the Fire 
Department.
Art. 41. To see if the town will vote to install a dry hy­
drant in West Bethel Village.
Art. 42. To see what sum, if any, the town will vote to 
raise and appropriate to install a dry hydrant in West Beth­
el village.
Art. 43. To see what sum, if any, the town will vote to 
raise and appropriate to be expended for care of old ceme­
teries.
Art. 44. To see what sum, if any, the town will vote to 
raise and appropriate for miscellaneous town charges.
Art. 45. To see what sum, if any, the town will vote to 
raise and appropriate to pay interest on notes and temporary 
loans.
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Art. 46. To see what stun, if any, the town will vote to 
raise and appropriate to purchase Public Liability and Prop­
erty Damage Insurance on any or all of the motor driven 
vehicles owned by the Town of Bethel.
Art. 47. To see what sum, if any, the town will vote to 
raise and appropriate for maintenance and construction ot 
sidewalks and install suitable surface drains when necessary.
Art. 48. To see if the town will vote to buy land between 
Kira and Mechanic Streets for a playground, athletic field 
and World War I and 11 Memorial.
Art. 40. To see what sura, if any, the town will vote to 
rake and appropriate for the purpose of buying land between 
Fdm and Mechanic Streets for a playground, athletic field 
and World War 1 and II Memorial.
Art. 50. To see if the town will vote to authorize its 
Treasurer to obtain money by loan to pay the debts of the 
town and to take up outstanding notes against the town or 
to renew the same wih new notes, and to execute and deliver 
the notes of the town therefor signed by its Treasurer and 
countersigned by the Selectmen.
Art. 51. To see if the town, for the purpose of procuring 
a temporary loan to, and for the use of the Town of Bethel, 
to pay indebtedness of said town due and to become due dur­
ing the present municipal year, the same to be paid out of 
money raised by taxation during the present municipal year, 
will vote to authorize and direct its Treasurer to borrow 
from time to time a sum or sums of money, not exceeding 
$50,000.00 and to execute and deliver the note or notes of 
the town therefor signed hv its Treasurer and countersigned 
bv the Selectmen.*r
Art. 52. To see if the town will vote to authorize the town 
Treasurer, unon approval of the Selectmen, to sell and assign 
un matured ,c»x mortgage liens for not lesi than the amount 
unpaid and interest and costs.
Art. 53. To sec if the town will vote to authorize the Se­
lectmen and Treasurer to sell and convev real estate owned«
by the town under tax deeds or under tan L^ns to such per-
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sons for such prices and upon such terras as said Selectmen 
and Treasurer in their judgment and discretion may del er­
mine for the best interests of the town and to execute in be­
half of the inhabitants of said town such deeds or other in­
struments of conveyance as may be required to complete such 
sales and conveyances.
Art. 54. To see if the town will vote to authorize the 
Moderator to appoint a committee of 12 to be known as the 
Budget Committee.
Art. 55. To choose any committee, hear any report of any 
and act thereon.
Art. 56. To choose by ballot the following Town officers 
for the ensuing year, to wit: Town Clerk, Three Selectmen, 
Three Assessors, Three Overseers of the Poor, Treasurer, one 
member of the School Committee for three \rears, Tax Collec-c  7
tor. and Road Commissioner.
The Selectmen hereby give notice that they will be in 
session in the Selectmen’s Office on Monday, March 1st, 1948 
for the purpose of correcting the list of voters from 9 o ’clock 
in the forenoon until time for the polls to close.
Given under our hands this 9th day of February, A. D. 
1948.
ERNEST F. BISBEE 
CARROLL E. ABBOTT 
JAMES C. B A R TLE TT
Selectmen of Bethel
BUDGET COMMITTEE
Guy Bartlett, 1). Grover Brooks, Carl L. Brown, Philip 
Chadbourne, Freeland W. Clark, R. James Croteau, Richard 
L. Davis, Robert D. Hastings, Harry N. Head, Burton L. 
Newton, Addison C. Saunders, Hugh D. Thurston.
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